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We Can 

On this late August afternoon, I find myself, like every August, full of questions about 
the new school year:  What is the new staff going to be like?  Have the students had a 
good summer?  Are they excited for school to start up again? I’m sure many of you 
have similar questions about the new school year, whether you are new to the com-
munity or returning.  Starting something new can be both exciting and scary, no mat-
ter what our age.   Let me make things a bit easier by welcoming you all, on behalf of 
the entire staff, to the 2014-2015 school year.   
 
Together, whether parent, student, teacher, caretaker, secretary, special educational 
assistant, child youth worker, or early childhood educator, we are all brought to an-
other exciting year to focus on supporting Yorkhill students’ learning and creating the 
conditions that support improved student learning and achievement.   Each of us is 
needed to ensure that each of our students has the opportunity to grow and learn in a 
positive and safe environment.   
 
Preparing a school for the beginning of a new school year takes the hard work and 
commitment of many people.  I would like to thank our caretakers, Mr. Pathay, Mr. 
Bertram and Mr. Blagdon for their hard work throughout the summer to ensure our 
school is in great condition for the new school year.  Ms. Wright has been extremely 
busy with new student registrations and preparations for the upcoming school year.  
Your children’s teachers have also worked at various times throughout the summer in 
the set up of the classrooms and in  the planning of programs to ensure a successful 
year for all students.   
 
We would like to extend a special welcome to our new Yorkhill staff members:  

We welcome Samantha Purwitsky back to our Gr. 3/4 class as a permanent contract 
teacher (congratulations, Ms. Purwitsky!) and we say “bon retour” to our Core French 
Teacher: Mme Lipkus.  Mme Patricia Cooper has recently joined us as a permanent 
contract teacher on our French Immersion staff.  Joining Yorkhill’s Kindergarten teach-
ing team is Ms. Vanessa Russell and joining our primary division is Ms. Doris Behar.  
Joining our team of Educational Assistants is Andrea Pantalos.  We are so happy to 
have all these people join the Yorkhill family.  I am also very pleased to welcome 
Maria Cortes as part of our office admin team and Karen Birnie as the new Vice-
Principal at Yorkhill ES.  Ms. Birnie is an experienced vice-principal who brings many 
skills and knowledge to us.  We wish all the best to Ms. Costa, Ms. Russo, Ms. Corriah, 
Ms. Berger, Ms. Chrysostomou, Ms. Cross, Ms. Levy, M. Villa and Mme Walton as they 
move on to other schools.  We will also wish Mrs. Erdman well in her early days of re-
tirement.  We wish all of these caring professionals nothing but the best.   

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW RECESS ROUTINE:  In an ongoing effort to make our 
school a safe environment for our students with life-threatening food allergies, 
students will not be allowed to go outside with snacks or lunch items.  They 
will be given time to consume these in their classrooms before going outside.   

 
 
Please be aware that this is the only newsletter that we will send home in hard copy this 
year.   
 
We all look forward to working with the students and parents of the Yorkhill community this 
year.        Nereo Bonomo, Principal 
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Tentative School Organization 
Below, you will find a tentative school organization.  
Please note that like other schools in York Region, due 
to enrolment changes, we may need to reorganize 
some classes later in September.   

Staff Names and Assignments 

Harriette Fleising: JK/SK 

Vanessa Russell: JK/SK 

Belinda Voronoff: Gr. 1 

Doris Behar : Gr.1/2 

Stella Hantzakos: Gr. 2/3 

Samantha Purwitsky: Gr. 3/4 

Kierin Manga: Gr. 4/5 

Oren Dishy: Gr. 6/7 

Dikla Meldung: Gr. 7/8 

Marty Malek: Gr. 7/8 

Jennifer Angel: ELL, Library 

Narah Lipkus: FSL  

Maureen Morris: Reading Recovery, SERT 

 

DECE Team in JK and SK classrooms:   
Sandra Bailey and Michelle Radovitzky  
 

French Immersion: Shirley Sazant (Gr. 1), Alex Mit-
telstaedt (Gr. 1), Francine Daigle (Gr .1), Nadia Duli-
unas (Gr. 1), Suze Gue Paraison (Gr. 2), Irina Pope-
scu (Gr. 2), Lisa Yu (Gr. 2), Geneviève Panabaker 
(Gr. 2) and Patricia Cooper and Liana DiTommaso
(Phys. Ed., Arts and Library)  
 

Special Education Staff: Lisa Hirsh-Wax, Maureen 
Morris, Michelle Myers, Elaine Pepe, Sari Shanoff 

Support Staff: Randi Jonas, Martha Munro, Andrea 
Pantalos, Nella Racanelli, Pam Reiner, Gayle Rubinoff  
and Gabriella Wexler 

Office Staff: Morag Wright and Maria Cortes 

 

Caretaking Staff: Dave Bertram, Don Blagdon,  

and Stephen Pathay 

 

Administration: Nereo Bonomo and Karen Birnie 

Professional Activity &  
Training Days—No School 

 
Monday September 22, 2014 
Monday, October 27, 2014 
Friday, November 14, 2014  
Friday, January 16, 2015 
Monday February 2, 2015  
Friday March 13, 2015 
Friday, June 5, 2014 
Friday, June 26, 2014 
 
During PA and Training days, students do not at-
tend school. 

School Day Organization:  Grades JK—8 

8:50 a.m.—3:10 p.m. 
 

8:45 a.m.:  Entry Bell 
8:50—10:40:  Instructional Time 

10:40—11:00:  Recess 
11:00—12:20:  Instructional Time 

12:20—1:20:  Lunch 
1:20—3:10:  Instructional Time 

3:10:  Dismissal 
Please ensure that your child is at the school no 
later than 8:40 am, in time for the entry bell. 

School Holidays:  2014-2015 

Mon.,  Sept.1, 2014 

Monday Oct. 13, 2014 

Dec. 22, 2014 – Jan.  2, 2015 

Mon., Feb. 16, 2015 

Mar. 16 – 20, 2015 

Fri., Apr. 3, 2015 

Mon., Apr. 6, 2015 

Mon., May 18, 2015 

Labour Day 

Thanksgiving 

Winter Break 

Family Day 

Mid Winter Break 

Good Friday 

Easter Monday 

Victoria Day 
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Helping Students to Help Themselves in Their Learning 

                                                                SECOND STEP 
 
                                  
Yorkhill staff members often talk about and reflect on our goal for 
students to succeed both academically and socially and how we 
can better help them succeed in these areas. 
 
We all want our students-your children- to be able to succeed aca-
demically and learn how to work and play with others in order to 
enhance their learning.  To continue to help us further in achieving 
these goals, we are pleased to be entering our second year of using 
the Second Step Program. 
 
What is the Second Step Program? 
 
This program is designed for all of our students from Kindergarten to Grade Eight.  Each 
grade-level kit features developmentally appropriate ways to teach students necessary core so-
cial-emotional skills.  These skills include: problem-solving and self-regulation to enhance 
empathy and impulse control, which  allows our students to succeed both academically and 
socially. 
 
Second Step includes structured and informal ways for students to practice and apply the skills 
necessary outside of the lessons.  This program aligns with several current school and board 
initiatives such as: Character Matters, Healthy Schools/Healthy Attitudes, Learning Skills and 
YES’s Touchstone.  The Public Health Agency of Canada also endorses this program. 
 
How does the Second Step program involve families/caregivers? 
 
Home links come with every program. These are fun activities to engage families/caregivers. 
Programs also include Family letters to be sent home. In addition, each kit comes with an acti-
vation key that can be given to families/caregivers so that they can access family materials on 
SecondStep.org. 
 
We are looking forward to using this program.  Stay tuned for further information. 
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A number of important forms have been in-
cluded in the ‘Book of Forms’ package 

sent home today.  Please take the time to read this 
material carefully and return the forms that require a 
signature to your child’s homeroom teacher no later 
than Monday, September 8h.   

Book Of Forms 

Included in your first day package is a 
form for purchasing the agenda planner.   

Work and study habits are an important 
part of becoming an independent life-long 
learner.  Students learn valuable organiza-
tional skills such as recording homework, 
tests and assignment dates.  The agenda 
also provides an excellent communication 
tool between school and home. 

We encourage all students in Grades one 
to eight to purchase and use the personal-
ized Yorkhill ES agenda on a daily basis.  
As you help your child to develop strong 
homework routines, include                   
an expectation that your                      
child show you his/her                     
agenda on a daily basis. 

Student Agendas 

A huge and heart-felt thank you goes out to all those who volunteered to prepare, do-
nate or serve food at the staff appreciation luncheon on June 26, 2014.  The staff felt 
very much celebrated and appreciated by the families and friends of Yorkhill ES.  We 
are so fortunate to work in such a welcoming school community. 

 

 

Punctuality is a life-skill that is valued by school, employers in the work-force, and society. Regular 
attendance ensures continuity of program and assists students in achieving academic success as well as 
maintaining social ties.  The entry bell now rings at 8:45 a.m. and classes begin at 8:50 am sharp. Students 
are expected to be in class by 8:50 am. We recommend that students be in the school yard at least five 
minutes prior to the entry bell in order to line up on time with their class.  Please help your child start each 
school day ready to learn! 
We will inform parents if a student’s attendance is a matter of concern.  Severe cases will be referred to the 
York Region District School Board’s Attendance counselor. 

Punctuality is Important! 

A Message from our School Trustee, Joel Hertz: 
 

Welcome back to another School Year. As always, many posi-
tive changes are happening at The Board.  

Our new Education Director, J. Parappally has assumed his 
new position, as of August 1st, 2014. As well, Full Day Kinder-
garten will be available for all students across the Board.  In 
our local area, four of our Schools are receiving additions to 
accommodate the large growth of students in our part of 
Vaughan. As well, a new Elementary School will open later in 
September at Valley Vista and Ilan Ramon. This will be the 
Anne Frank Public School, the first so-named in Canada. 
There are a 267 Schools in the World named after Anne Frank. 

Finally, a new High School will open in February at Weston 
Road and Major Mackenzie. This will be named Tommy Doug-
las High School, after the Founder of the CCF Party, which 
evolved into the NDP. 
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F r e e d o m  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  
 

The York Region District School Board recognizes and highlights the significant achievements of our students 
through a variety of sources – from hall displays, school and board publications, as well as in the media and on 
our computer web site, special school activities, productions and assemblies that attract media attention, 
sports’ events and recordings and pictures honouring graduation and musical celebrations.  We believe these 
forms of recognition are important to enhance our students’ self-esteem and to foster a positive school envi-
ronment.  To enable us to be in accordance with the freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act we 
request that those parents who do NOT want their child(ren)’s accomplishments recognized to please notify 
the school in writing by completeing the form contained in this year’s Book of Forms. 

K e e p i n g  O u r  S c h o o l  S a f e  

In accordance with the Principal’s responsibilities un-
der the Education Act to ensure a safe and orderly 
learning environment, the school has a right to 
search school property, such as lockers and desks, 
without notice to or permission of any person.  From 
time to time, the police may be invited onto school 
property to conduct their own searches, and these 
searches may be conducted without notice or per-
mission of any member of the school community as 
per our Joint Board and Police Protocol.  When con-
ducting a search of school property, persons or per-
sonal property, the police are responsible for con-
forming to all legal requirements with respect to 
searches. 

M e d i c a t i o n  

Either on a regular basis or at times throughout the 
year some students may need to take medication at 
school.  Parents are required to complete a Request 
for Administration of Oral Medication Form signed by 
the parents and approved by the Principal before the 
medication can be given or stored in the school.  For 
legal and safety reasons, written permission is re-
quired for ALL medications including inhalers, Aspirin, 
Tylenol, Advil, etc.  All medication is kept locked in the 
office and students are supervised as they take any 
medication.  Students are not permitted at any time to 
bring medication to school and keep it in their class-
room, lunch bags or back packs.  

Safe  and Suppor t ive  Schools  
Please refer to the York Region District School Board  Policy on Safe and Supportive Schools  

S a f e  A r r i v a l  P r o g r a m  

Our check of your child’s attendance is an important part of our daily routine.  In the interest of ensuring your child’s 
safety we ask you to cooperate with us by following the steps below if your child is absent or is expected to be ab-
sent in the near future: 

 If a future absence has been planned, please inform your child’s teacher by note, giving the date and length of 
time of the expected absence. 

 In all other cases, please call 905-764-5292 between 4:00 p.m. and 8:15 a.m. in order to leave a message 
concerning your child’s absence on our school answering machine. 

 In the case of a student returning from a prolonged absence (3 or more days) a written note explaining the 
reason for the absence is required. 

If a child is not in school, and the school office has not received any notification form the parents, the school will 
take the following steps: 

1.  Call the student’s home 

2.  If we do not reach you at home, we will call your work and/or cell phone numbers 

3.  If we cannot reach you at work, we will call your emergency contact numbers 

4.  If we are not able to obtain information from your emergency contact regarding your child’s whereabouts, we will 
speak to a sibling, if one is in the school. 

5.  Should we still not be able to obtain information regarding your child’s location, we may check with a friend of 
your child. 

6.  If we are not able to obtain information from your emergency contact re: your child’s whereabouts, we will con-
sider your child to be missing and will contact the York Region Police. 



Vi s i to rs  /  Volun tee rs  

All visitors, including parents 
and volunteers, are welcome 
at Yorkhill.  For safety rea-
sons, all visitors and volun-
teers are asked to sign in at 
the office and wear a ‘visitor’ 
or ‘volunteer’ button 
(available in the office).  This 
helps us to know who is in the 
building for security reasons.  
If you do not have a visitor 
button on, staff members are 
required to redirect you to the 
office.  When you leave the 
school, drop off the button 
and sign out.  Please re-
member that, if you would 
like to volunteer at our 
school this year, you must 
first complete and submit a 
Vulnerability Sector 
Screening. Failure to do so 
will result in you not being 
able to volunteer in the 
school, including going on 
class field trips.  Please 
contact the office for more 
details.   

If you need to see or pick 
up/drop off your child during 
the school day, please follow 
the same process.  Parents 
are not to simply walk down 
the hall to their child’s class-
room without checking in at 
the office.   

We are fortunate to have 
many parents volunteer their 
time within the school and 
classrooms.  Thank you, in 
advance, for your cooperation 
in helping us to make safety a 
priority at Yorkhill. 

S
a

fe
 &

 S
u

p
p

o
rt

iv
e

 S
c

h
o

o
ls

 C
o

n
ti

n
u

e
d

 
Page 6 

Stu dents’  A l lerg i es  

At Yorkhill, there are children who 
have life – threatening allergies to 
specific foods.  In order to ensure 
the health and well-being of these 
students we have a Peanut, Nut 
and Sesame Seed Sensitive Pol-
icy in our school. We need the un-
derstanding and commitment of eve-
ryone in our community. Please take 
the time to read ingredient labels 
carefully.  This will help to ensure 
that our students remain free from 
exposure to peanut, nut and ses-
ame seed products and help avoid 
the possibility of a medical emer-
gency at our school.   

Student Accidents 
and Insurance 

All accidents should be re-
ported to a teacher and the 
school office so that a record 
of the incident is kept on file.  
The York Region District School 
Board makes insurance plans 

available with 
several op-
tions for in-
surance.  Ap-
plications will 
be sent home 

the first week of school.  

If you have a child who requires an epipen at school 
because of an anaphylactic allergy, please stop by 
the office to complete a Medical Plan form for your 
child ASAP.  Any other medical conditions, which 
may require immediate medical attention, also 
must be communicated to  the school.  Please stop 
by the office to obtain and complete the applicable 
forms. 

In order to prevent physical injury and because of our concern for 
student safety, students at Yorkhill Elementary School are expected 
to avoid activities that involve aggressive play and touching.  Activi-
ties that are not acceptable include wrestling, piggy-backing, tripping, 
pushing, shoving, body-checking, poking, punching and other forms 
of play in stairwells, hallways and playgrounds.  During recess breaks, 
students are able to play organized games such as basketball, soccer 
and foot hockey as well as activities such as skipping and tag.  On the 
playground students are expected to play safely without the use of 
rough play (wrestling, piggy-backing, pushing/shoving, body-
checking, tripping, play fighting).  Please take the time to review 
these expectations with your child(ren). 

School Yard Safety 

MedicAlert’s NO CHILD WITHOUT PROGRAM 

The No Child Without program offers a free MedicAlert membership to students who attend our school 
and are between the ages of 4 up to their 14th birthday. If your child has a medical condition, allergy or 
is required to take medication on a regular basis then you should consider a MedicAlert membership 
through this program. 

MedicAlert identification can alert school staff, friends, coaches and others about your child’s medical 
condition should an emergency occur.  For further information come to the office for a brochure or visit 
www.nochildwithout.ca.  To register your child you will need a No Child Without brochure from the 
office. 

http://www.nochildwithout.ca�
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lot to the back of Yorkhill.  Alter-
natively, you may choose to park 
elsewhere in the neighbourhood 
and walk with your child to the 
back of the school (in the morn-
ings) or meet your child at the 
back of the school (at dismissal 
time).  Thank you for your coop-
eration in this matter. 

A reminder that there are several 
taxis and minivans used by Stu-
dent Transportation (STS) that 
are considered buses.  Cars 
should obey the same rules as 
buses when these vehicles 
unload students.  
The clearly 
marked bus lane 
is reserved for 
school vehicles 
and is used by 
firefighters in the 
event of a fire or emergency.  
Never park in the bus lane/fire 
lane in front of the school, no 
matter the time of day.   

When using the parking spaces 
at the Garnet Williams parking 
lot, located behind the school, 
please remember that the drive-
way is a ONE WAY drive, enter-
ing from the north and exiting to 
the south.  Your help in following 
the one way direction signs is 
most appreciated.   

 

SCHOOL BUS 
In  accordance  with  Board  policies, 
transportation  is  provided  for  stu‐
dents  who  live  within  their  Home 
School  attendance  area  and  outside 
their school’s grade appropriate Non‐
Transportation  Zone.  As  indicated 
below,  transportation  eligibility  will 
change throughout a student’s school 
career:  
 

ENTRY & DISMISSAL 
All students are expected to line 
up with their class at the desig-
nated doors at all entry times 
prior to entering the school.  At 
the end of the day, students will 
exit by the same doors.  Stu-
dents who are dropped off by 
parents in the morning and 
after lunch are expected to 
walk around to the back of 
the school and enter the 
building with their class.  
Please note that students will not 
be permitted to enter through 
the front door unless they are 
late for school and need to sign 
in at the office.  For bus stu-
dents, if a parent decides to 
pick up their child rather 
than have them take the bus 
home, please stop by and in-
form the office so that this 
information can be relayed to 
our bus supervisors.   

 
DRIVEWAY  
Please be aware that cars are 
not permitted to enter the front 
driveway from 8:35–9:00 am 
and from 2:45—3:30 pm.  This 
safety measure is in place be-
cause of the growing number of 
bus students who are attending 
Yorkhill, which increases the 
number of buses entering the 
driveway.  We want all students 
and staff to be safe, including 
during morning drop-offs and 
evening pick-ups.  If you require 
dropping off or picking up a 
child, you are welcome to park in 
the Garnett Williams parking lot 
behind the school and use the 
path which connects this parking 

Students  in  grades  JK‐3  who  live 
within 1.2 km of  their  school are not 
eligible for transportation  

Students in grades 4‐8 who live within 
1.6 km of their school are not eligible 
for transportation.  

Parents are encouraged to determine 

their child’s eligibility and make the 

necessary arrangements, should your 

child not qualify for transportation.   

 Please refer to the following website 

to check if your child(ren) qualify for 

bus transportation.  

NEW RECESS ROUTINE:  In an 
ongoing effort to make our school 
a safe environment for our stu-
dents with life-threatening food 
allergies, students will not be al-
lowed to go outside with snacks or 
lunch items.  They will be given 
time to consume these in their 
classrooms before going outside.   

 

LOOK OUT FOR 
YORKHILL’S NEW September 
Start –Up Package.  During the 
first week of school, each student 
will receive  Yorkhill’s September 
Start-Up Package.  Please take 
the time to read the pages con-
tained in this handbook, which 
are intended to provide informa-
tion regarding school policies and 
procedures.  We look forward to 
the new school year and to part-
nering with you to help all stu-
dents achieve.  
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School Lunch Assistants 

EcoSchools  
 

We are going into our sixth year of our EcoSchool priority.  Last 
year, we received silver-level certification.  We will continue to 
dedicate our efforts to be an environmentally friendly school. As 
part of this responsibility, we will continue to implement the envi-
ronmental programs listed below. 

 Boomerang lunches (using reusable lunch containers & 
bringing all left over food/garbage home); 

 Recycling program; 

 Energy conservation (turning lights and computers off 
when not in use); 

 Yard Clean Ups 

We will be organizing our EcoSchool Team in the very near future. The team consists of 
administration, teachers, support staff, caretakers, parents and students. Please watch for 
more news about the Yorkhill EcoSchools initiative.  

We know that protecting the environment for future generations is everyone’s re-
sponsibility! 

If you are interested in working as a lunchtime supervisor in our 
school, please contact Ms. Wright or Ms. Costa at the school of-
fice.  These are paid positions and require one hour of work 
every day over the lunch hour.  We also need, on an occasional 
basis, short term replacements for lunch assistants.  

In our ongoing quest to improve our ecological literacy and environmental practices, and to facilitate communi-
cation with our parent community, we will continue our electronic communication of all future newsletters.  

 

While our newsletter is posted monthly on the school website, we know that not all families check our website 
on an ongoing basis; however, many families use E-mail regularly.  We are able to send monthly newsletters, 
as well as other important and time-sensitive information, by creating an electronic distribution list.   

Thank you to our new parents for providing us with your e-mail address when you registered your child.  You 
should automatically receive our October newsletter electronically. 

For returning parents, if you did NOT receive our monthly e-newsletter last year or have acquired a new e-mail 
address, please log onto our school website at http:/www.yorkhill.es.yrdsb.edu.on.ca and complete the email 
information by clicking on the “Parents & Guardians” button.  Otherwise, you can send us your email address 
by completing the appropriate form in the Book of Forms  that we have sent home with your child/children. 

If you do require hard copies of the school newsletter to be sent home to you, please speak with one of our 
office administrative assistants.   Thank you for helping us do our part in helping out the planet.  

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS THE ONLY NEWSLETTER THAT WILL BE SENT HOME IN HARDCOPY. 

Activities throughout the school year may require the use of student names, age, grade, etc. 

and, while notices will be sent for most events, parents are welcome to discuss any restrictions 

they require with the school principal or vice principal.  
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YRDSB has a Safe Welcome Program in all elementary schools.   As a result of feedback, and working 
in cooperation with Plant Services staff, the Safe Welcome Program is being adjusted to allow more effec-
tive access to YRDSB schools.  These changes are: 

 

 Our front door will be unlocked between the time of the dismissal bell (i.e., 3:10 pm) and 
when the main office closes. 

 The front door will remain unlocked for YMCA daycare pick-ups. Parents will no longer 
need to go to the back of the school to pick up their child/children at the YMCA. 

 Any classroom or gym being used by the YMCA program or by an after school activity must 
and will be locked when these programs are in session and an external door is unlocked. 

 The front door will be unlocked 15 minutes before an evening permit begins, and will be 
locked 15 minutes after the permit begins.  In cases where there are multiple permits or 
multi-session permits, caretakers will work with Principals to design a schedule to provide ac-
cess. 
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Sept. 2 

Sept. 8 

Sept. 10 

 

Sept. 19 

Sept. 22 

Sept. 24 

Sept. 25-26 

Oct. 1 

Oct. 2 

 

Oct. 4 

 

Oct. 7 

Oct. 8 

Oct. 10 

 

Oct. 13  

Oct. 14 

Oct. 15 

 

 

Oct. 16 

Oct. 17 

 

Oct. 22 

Oct. 23 

Oct. 24 

 

 

Oct. 27 

Oct. 29 

Oct. 30 

 

 

Oct. 31 

First Day of School.  Welcome Back!!! 

Book of forms due today. 

Terry Fox Run Kick-Off Assembly 

7pm: School Council meeting in library 

Bus Safety Presentations.  

PA Day Training for staff.  No School for students 

AM: Hep B (Grade 7) and HPV (Grade 8 girls)  vaccinations 

<> Rosh Hashanah 

Subway lunches 

6:30-8 pm : Curriculum Night. No BBQ 

 

<> EID UL-ADHA  and  <> Yom Kippur 

 World Teachers’ Day 

7pm: School Council AGM meeting 

Subway Lunches 

Grade 4s at Swan Lake Education Center 

Pizza Lunches 

Happy Thanksgiving.  No school.  

Grade 7s at Swan Lake Education Centre 

Ms. Hantzakos’ and Ms. Behar’s Grade 2s  

at Swan Lake Education Centre 

Subway Lunches 

Mme Popescu’s and Mme Gue-Paraison’s classes at Swan Lake Education Centre  

Mme Yu and Mme Panabaker’s classes at Swan Lake Education Centre 

Pizza Lunches 

Subway lunches 

<>DIWALI 

Picture Day 

Pizza lunches 

 

PA Day 

Subway lunches 

6:30 pm: Halloween 
Family Dance in 
gym 

 

Pizza lunches 

 

 

September: Respect is essential.  

October: We treat others as we would like to be 
treated.  
*** 

Home Connections: The next time you are together 
with your child/children, have a discussion about 
what the above Touchstone statements mean to 
them and to you?  How do you demonstrate these 
qualities and attitudes? 

Please note that sometimes, due to unforeseen 
circumstances, the date scheduled for an event 
may require changing.  We will communicate 
any such changes to you as soon as possible.   

Acknowledging Birthdays at YES 

Birthdays are an important part of a child’s life.  Children love to be showered with 
celebration and attention on their birthday, and parents/guardians love to do this for 
them.  Over the last number of years, however, we have noticed an increase in the way 
that parents celebrate their child’s birthday at school.  We have gone from simply send-
ing in nut-free cupcakes for everyone, to, in several cases, bringing in very generous loot 
bags for classmates.  Although this may appear to be a simple and loving gesture, we all 
have to keep in mind that in every class there are students whose families cannot afford 
to do this for them.  As a result, and without knowing it, we begin to make some stu-
dents feel less special because one child is celebrated by parents at school while s/he 
isn’t by their own parents.  Again, it is not because these parents do not want to, it is 
because they cannot afford to do this. Like last year, Yorkhill will continue marking 
students’ birthdays by announcing them during morning announcements.  We are also 
going to provide teachers with something simple to mark the special day for students, 
such as a bookmark or birthday certificate.    Summer and holiday birthdays, as well as 
those that fall on weekends, will also be acknowledged.  Yorkhill staff does NOT sup-
port or allow the distribution of  birthday treats coming from home. Thank you 
for supporting Yorkhill in simplifying birthday celebrations at school and making it eq-
uitable for all students. 
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